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FOR AMBASSADOR FROM DICK MOOSE 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SOPN, SF 

SUBJECT: PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEERS MEDICAL TREATMENT 

1 . SAM BROWN CALLED ME THIS AFTERNOON IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE CURRENT FLAP ABOUT PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEERS' 

TRAVEL TO SOUTH AFRICA. APPARENTLY PC WASHINGTON HAS 
INSTRUCTED THAT ALL PRESS INQUIRIES ON THIS MATTER SHOULD 
BE REFERRED TO WASHINGTON. THIS AFTERNOON THE AP IN 
JOHANNESBURG CALLED WASHINGTON AND SAID, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS. THAT THEY HAD BEEN TOLD WASHINGTON HAD PUT A 
QUOTE GAG ORDER CLOSE QUOTE ON FURTHER COMMENTS ON THE 
MATTER FROM THE FIELD. 

2. SAM WAS INCLINED TO THINK THAT SOMEONE IN THE EMBASSY 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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WHO DISAGREED WITH THE PEACE CORPS POLICIES MUST HAVE 
TOLD THE AP THIS. I POINTED OUT TO SAM THAT THIS WAS NOT 
A FAIR ASSUMPTION ON HIS PART. THAT THERE IS EVERY BIT 
AS MUCH LIKELIHOOD THAT SOME OF HIS OWN DISSIDENT VOLUN- 
TEERS WERE BEHIND THE STORY OF A "GAG ORDER." OR, I TOLD 
HIM, AP JOHANNESBURG MAY SIMPLY HAVE CHOSEN TO CHARACTER- 
IZE THE REFERRAL TO WASHINGTON IN AN INFLAMATORY MANNER. 
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SAM ACKNOWLEDG THAT MY THEORIES WERE AT LEAST AS VALID 
AS HIS. 

3. I THOUGHT YOU SHOULD KNOW OF THIS EXCHANGE AND I 
AM SURE YOU WILL SATISFY YOURSELF THAT NO ONE IN THE 
MISSION - AT LEAST OFFICIALLY OR INSOFAR AS YOU HAVE 
ANY CONTROL OVER THEM - IS TRYING TO UNDERMINE THE 
POSITION - RIGHT OR WRONG - THAT SAM IS TAKING. I 

HAVE TOLD HIM MY OWN VIEW THAT I THINK TRAVEL TO SOUTH 
AFRICA SHOULD BE A MATTER OF INDIVIDUAL CHOICE FOR THE 
VOLUNTEERS. IN A SUBSEQUENT CONVERSATION SAM TOLD ME HIS 
GREATEST CONCERN IS REALLY THOSE PCVS IN SWAZILAND WHO 
SPEND THEIR WEEKENDS ON SOUTH AFRICAN BEACHES. I TOLD 
HIM I THOUGHT HE HAD A SELECTION AND ATTITUDINAL PROBLEM 
WHICH DIRECTIVES WERE UNLIKELY TO SOLVE. 

4. IF EITHER OF YOU HAS ANY THOUGHTS ON THIS, SEND 
THEM TO ME VIA THIS SAME CHANNEL BECAUSE THE SECRETARY 
HAS EXPRESSED TO ME AN INTEREST IN THE MATTER. REGARDS. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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